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Dear Sirs: 

Applicants received a Notice of Abandonment mailed October 11, 2006 stating 
abandonment of the captioned application in view of Applicant's failure to timely file 
a proper reply to the Office letter mailed March 7, 2006. This Petition is being filed 
within two months of the mailing date of the Notice of Abandonment, Applicants 
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attention of the Commissioner for Patents, on June 23, 2006. 



Attached is a copy of the Response to Office Action as timely submitted via 
facsimile on June 23, 2006. The Response clearly shows the Office's Auto-Reply 
Facsimile Transmission as receiving our transmission. Applicants respectfully 
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Petition be granted dismissing the Notice of Abandonment as untimely under 35 CFR 
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There is no fee believed due for this paper, should the Office deem otherwise, 



the Commissioner is authorized to charge any underpayments or credit any 



overpayment of fees to Deposit Account No. 02-0429 (284-36499-US). 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A system for detecting a downhole condition in a 
wellbore during a non-drilling welibore operation, the system comprising: 

a tool string formed of a tubular to be disposed within a welibore; 

a workpiece within the tool string for performing a non-drilling welibore operation 

within the welibore; and 

a condition sensing tool within the too! string for sensing a downhole condition. 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein the workpiece comprises a fishing 
device. 

3. (withdrawn) The system of claim 1 wherein the workpiece comprises a cutting 
tool. 

4. (withdrawn) The system of claim 3 wherein the cutting tool comprises an 
underreamer. 

5. (withdrawn) The system of claim 3 wherein the cutting tool comprises a casing 
cutter. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein the downhole condition is a 
condition from the set consisting essentially of torque, weight, tool string 
compression, tool string tension, speed of tool string rotation, vibration, and 
direction of tool string rotation. 
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7. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein the condition sensing tool of the 
system comprises: 

an outer housing defining a sensor section therein; and 

at least one sensor retained within the sensor section for detection of a 

downhole condition. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 7 wherein the condition sensing tool further 
comprises a processing section for receiving data relating to the downhole 
condition and transmitting the data to a remote receiver. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 7 wherein the condition sensing tool further 
comprises a processing section for receiving data relating to the downhole 
condition and storing the data. 

1 0. (Original) The system of claim 1 further comprising a power section. 

11. (currently amended) A condition sensing tool for use within a wellbore 
during a non-drilling operation to detect at least one downhole condition within 
the wellbore, the condition sensing tool comprising: 

an outer housing defining an axiai fluid flowbore therethrough and being 
coufiMtoaMl^to o Utrit ^ ; 

a sensor section defined within the housing; and 

at least one sensor for detecting at least one non-drilling downhole 
condition from the set of conditions consisting essentially of torque, 
weight, tool string compression, tool string tension, speed of tool string 
rotation, vibration, and direction of tool string rotation. 
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12. 



(Original) The condition sensing tool of claim 1 1 further comprising a power 
section within the housing for supplying power to the sensor section. 



13. (Original) The condition sensing tool of claim 11 further comprising a 
processing section for receiving data relating to the downhole condition and 
transmitting the data to a remote receiver. 

14. (currently amended) A method of performing a non-drilling downhole 
wellbore operation comprising: 

integrating a workpiece and a condition sensing tool into a tool string formed of a 
tubular ; 

disposing the tool string into a wellbore; 

actuating the workpiece to conduct a non-drilling downhole operation; and 
detecting at least one downhole condition with the condition sensing tool. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14 further comprising the step of transmitting 
information indicative of the downhole condition to a remote location. 

method of performing a non-drilling downhole wellbore operation comprising; 
integrating a workpiece and a condition sensing tool into a tool stringr; 
disposing the t ool string into a wejibore; 

actuating the workpiece to conduc t a non-drilling downhole operation; 
detecting at least one downhole condition with th e condition sensing tool; and 
storing information indicative of the downhole condition within a processing 
section of the condition sensing tool. 
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17. (currently amended) T h e meth o d of claim 14 A method of performing a non- 
driHinq downhole wellbore operationcgmpjising: 

integrating int o a to o l strjnflr; 

disposing the tool string into a welibore; 

actuating the workp iecelo conducts non-dn llinfl.downhoie operation; 
detecting at least one downhole condition with the condition sensing tool; an d 
wherein 

a) the workpiece comprises a fishing tool for engaging a stuck member 
within a wellbore; 

b) the non-drilling downhole operation comprises a fishing operation to 
remove a stuck member from the welibore; and 

c) the condition sensing tool detects weight and torque. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein: 

a) the workpiece comprises an anchor latch; 

b) the non-drilling downhole operation comprises unthreading of a threaded 
connection within the wellbore; and 

c) the condition sensing tool detects tool string compression and tool string 
tension. 

1 9. (withdrawn) The method of claim 14 wherein: 

a) the workpiece comprises a casing cutter; 

b) the non-drilling downhole operation comprises a casing cutting operation, 
and 

c) the condition sensing tool detects speed and direction of rotation of the 
tool string. 
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20. (withdrawn) The method of claim 14 wherein: 

a) the workpiece comprises an underreamer; 

b) the non-drilling downhoie operation comprises an underreaming 
operation, and 

c) the condition-sensing tool detects torque. 

21. (withdrawn) The method of claim 20 wherein the condition sensing tool also 
detects weight, speed of rotation, and direction of rotation. 

22. (currently amended)T-he method of claim 14 A method of performing a non- 
drilling do wnh oje welibore operation comprising. 

integrating a workpiece and a condition sensing toojjnto a fooUtnngr; 
disposing the too! string into a weilbore; 

actuating the workpiece to conduct a non-drilling downhoie operation; 
detecting at least one downhoie condition with the condition sensing tool; and 
wherein: 

a) the workpiece comprises a packer; 

b) the non-drilling downhoie operation comprises retrieval of the packer from 
a set position within the welibore; and 

c) the condition-sensing too! detects torque and weight. 

23. (withdrawn) The method of claim 14 wherein: 

a) the workpiece comprises a pHot miii; 

b) the non-drilling downhoie operation comprises milling away by the pilot 
mill of a portion of a tubular member within the welibore; and 

c) the condition sensing tool detects at least some of the downhoie 
conditions from the set of conditions consisting essentially of torque, 
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direction of rotation, speed of rotation, weight, tool string compression, 
and tool string tension. 

24. (withdrawn) The method of ciaim 14 wherein: 

a) the workpiece comprises a washover tool; 

b) the non-drilling downhole operation comprises a washover operation for 
cutting away portions of a formation surrounding a stuck object within the 
wellbore; and 

c) the condition sensing tool detects torque. 

25. (withdrawn) The method of ciaim 24 wherein the condition sensing too! further 
detects speed and direction of rotation. 

26. (new) The system of claim 1 further comprising a transmitter coupled to the tool 
string transmitting signals to the surface using mud pulse telemetry. 

27. (new) The system of claim 1 wherein the tool string is configured to rotate. 

28. (new) The system of claim 1 wherein the too! string is configured to at least one 
of: (i) circulate fluid in the wellbore; and (si) pressurize the wellbore with fluid. 

29. (new) The condition sensing tool of claim 11 further comprising a transmitter 
proximate to the sensor section transmitting signals to the surface using mud 
pulse telemetry. 
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30, (new) The method of claim 15 wherein the signal transmitted using at least one 
mud pulse, 

31 . (new) The method of claim 14 further comprising rotating the tool string. 

32, (new) The method of claim 14 further comprising circulating fluid in the wellbore. 

33. (new) The method of claim 14 further comprising pressurizing the wellbore with 
fluid. 
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REMARKS 



Claims 1-25 are pending In the application. Claims 3-5, 19-21, and 23-25 are 
withdrawn from consideration. Claims 1, 2, 8-15 and 18 stand rejected by the Examiner. 
Claims 16, 17, and 22 are objected to. The Examiner's objections and rejections are 
addressed below in substantially the same order as in the office action. The Examiner 
acknowledges the Applicants elections without traverse of Species I in reply filed on 14 
December 2005. Claims 3-5, 19-21 and 23-25 are withdrawn from further 
consideration. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U.S.C. 102 
Essary 

Claims 1, 2 and 6 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Essary, U.S. 3,268,003. The Examiner contends that Essary discloses a tool string 
(33), a fishing device (32) within the too! and a tension sensing tool (free point indicator; 
col. 3, lines 53-63). The tension sensing tool, however, is not in the tool string. 
Columns 3 and 4 describe the general fishing procedure that has at least three distinct 
phases, each of which has unique tooling. First, a fishing tool is used to remove portion 
of a stuck drill string (Fig. 2 -3 and col. 3, lines 4-32). Next, a free point indicator is 
used to determine a "free point" in the stuck string. Finally, a perforator is used to 
perforate the stuck string (col. 3, lines 63-75). Thereafter, fluid is pumped down to 
wash the stuck string. Clearly, Essary does not disclose a tool string that includes a 
fishing too! and a condition sensing tool, in fact, a free point indication is not shown in 
the Figures that illustrate the fishing tool. Further, Essary teaches the opposite by 
clearly separating the tooling for the fishing and condition sensing. Because Essary 
does not teach or suggest each and every aspect of claims 1, 2 and 6, Applicant 
submits that claims 1 ,2 and 6 are allowable over Essary. 

Rogers 
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Claims 1 and 7-13 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rogers, U.S. 3,994,183. The Examiner contends that Rogers discloses a tool string 
housing (T), a workpiece (D) within the tool string and a tension sensing fluid section (S; 
col. 7, lines 27-33). Applicant notes that "the downhole tool T is lowered through the 
well bore B by an electrically conductive wireline W." (Coi. 2, lines 47-48). Thus, 
Rogers teaches a device that evaluates stuck pipe using an electric line which has to be 
run in the well down to the stuck point. 

With respect to amended claims 1 and 1 1 , Rogers does not teach or suggest a 
tool string formed of a tubular. Rather, Rogers teaches a wire line conveyed device. 
Furthermore, Rogers does not suggest a tubular string because such a tool string would 
render the described electronics inoperable. Because, Rogers does not teach each 
and every recitation of claim 1 and 11, Applicant submits that claims 1 and 11 are 
allowable over Rogers. 

Claims 7-10, 12, and 13 depend from either claim 1 or 11, claims believed to be 
allowable over Rogers, and thus are allowable on at least such grounds. 

Sweetman 

Claims 14, 15 and 18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. as being anticipated by 
Sweetman, U.S. 2,745,345. The Examiner contends that Sweetman discloses a 
workpiece (device of figure 1; col. 2, lines 67-70) having latching fingers; a condition 
sensing tool (75) detecting a weight including compression of springs (5) and cable 
tension resulting from the latched fingers; a remote location (77) and detonation of a 
charge in the workpiece (col. 6, first paragraph) to facilitate unthreading a connection. 

With respect to amended claim 14, Sweetman — like Rogers — does not teach or 
suggest a tool string formed of a tubular. Rather, Rogers teaches a wire line conveyed 
device using a lowering cable 25 and a power conducting cable 28. Furthermore, 
Sweetman does not suggest a tubular string because such a tool string would render 
the described electronics inoperable. Because, Sweetman does not teach each and 
every recitation of claim 14, Applicant submits that claim 14 is allowable over 
Sweetman. 
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Claims 15 and 18 depend from claim 14, a claim believed to be allowable 
Sweetman, and thus is allowable on at least such grounds. 
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ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

Claims 16, 17 and 22 stand objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including ail of the 
limitations of the base claims and any intervening claims. Applicant has rewritten these 
claims as independent claims. 

NEW CLAIMS 

Applicant has added new claims 26-33 to further claim the present invention. In 
addition to the reasons for allowability discussed for the base claims, the new claims 
are believed to be in condition for allowance for the following reasons: 

With respect to claims 26, 29 and 30, the prior art neither teaches nor suggests 
transmitting signals to the surface using mud pulses. 

With respect to claims 27 and 31 , the prior art neither teaches nor suggests a 
rotating tool string. 

With respect to claim 28, 32, and 33, the prior art neither teaches nor suggests a 
tool string configured to circulate fluid in the weilbore or pressurize the wellbore with 
fluid. 
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CONCLUSION 

For all the foregoing reasons, Applicant submits that the application is in a 
condition for allowance. No fee is believed due for this paper. The Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 02-0429 (284-34922-US). 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated:June 23, 2006 j ^* /^wn 

^handran D. Kumar 
Registration No. 48,879 
Madan, Mossman & Sriram, P.C. 
2603 Augusta, Suite 700 
Houston, Texas 77057 
Telephone; (713) 266-1130 
Facsimile: {713} 286-8510 

ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT 
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